
EARTHQUAKE PRONE BUILDINGS 
IN OUR MAIN STREETS

STATEMENT  
OF PROPOSAL

HAVE 
YOUR SAY

waikatodistrict.govt.nz

0800 492 452



MBIE guidance requires that community input is 
important to decide on the thoroughfares and routes to 
be prioritised due to the variation in local circumstances 
between territorial authorities. Undertaking public 
consultation enables communities to decide the 
appropriate level of risk to accept as a community, 
informed by their knowledge of the local economy, 
portfolio of buildings and their uses.

To do this, we are required to seek your feedback, 
outlining the identification of roads, footpaths or other 
thoroughfare in medium risk areas that are located near 
buildings containing URM, and with sufficient vehicle or 
pedestrian traffic to warrant prioritisation.

SCOPE OF WORKS

The Waikato district is located in both the medium and 
low risk areas (see Figure 1). High pedestrian areas that 
are also in the medium risk zone in the Waikato district 
include the main urban centres of Huntly, Ngaruawahia, 
and Te Kauwhata. 

Figure 1: Seismic Risk Assessment 

WHAT THIS MEANS

If a potential EPB is confirmed as earthquake prone by 
way of an engineering assessment, there are timeframes 
for the remedial works to be completed by as follows:

• Medium - 12 years and 6 months for a priority 
building and 25 years for any other building

• Low - 35 years for any building
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This Statement of Proposal is made  
for the purposes of Sections 83 

of the Local Government Act 2002. 

IT INCLUDES:

A new national system for managing earthquake-
prone buildings was introduced following the 
Christchurch 2011 earthquake. This was facilitated 
and legislated by the the Build (Earthquake Prone 
Buildings) Amendment Act 2016.

Key changes set out in the Act are summarised as 
follows:

• territorial authorities must identify potential 
earthquake prone buildings (EPB)

• owners of identified buildings must obtain 
engineering assessments of the building 
within 12 months, and these are to be carried 
out by suitably qualified structural engineers

• territorial authorities must then determine 
whether buildings are earthquake prone or 
not, and if so, must assign ratings, issue notices 
and publish information about the buildings in 
a public register held by MBIE

• owners must display the notice on their 
building and undertake remedial work to their 
building within set timeframes.

For the purposes of the above, New Zealand has 
been divided into three seismic risk areas – high, 
medium and low, and there are set time frames to 
identify, assess and remediate EPB based on these 
seismic risk areas. The Waikato district is identified 
as being in both the low and medium areas of risk.

Additionally, there is also a category of ‘priority 
buildings’ in high and medium seismic risk areas 
only. These are buildings that are considered 
higher risk because of their construction, type, use 
or location e.g. Hospital, School or URM in highly 
occupied areas. They must be identified, assessed 
and remediated in half the time allowed for other 
buildings in the area.

A key factor to confirming priority buildings 
requires councils to identify thoroughfares with 
sufficient pedestrian traffic or vehicular traffic 
(streets and footpaths). These routes must contain 
buildings with unreinforced masonry (URM) having 
the potential to fall in an occupied area in an 
earthquake. 

BACKGROUND

• Background to the proposal

• The proposal and reasons for the 
proposal

• ‘have your say’ details
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THE PROPOSAL AND REASONS

We’ve identified high pedestrian traffic areas in Huntly, Ngaruawahia and Te Kauwhata but we want to hear from 
you. Have we got it right? The Act does not provide criteria to determine ‘high pedestrian traffic areas’ so we’ve 
identified the following streets as we believe they attract the highest volume of foot traffic in each of the towns 
and addition to some of the buildings or part of the buildings having URM. These high pedestrian traffic areas 
have been identified by our building inspectors using the EPB methodology, provided as guidance by MBIE.

NGARUAWAHIA
Central Business District

HUNTLY
Main Street and Bridge Street
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TE KAUWHATA
Waerenga Road
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SUBMISSIONS  
CAN BE:

EMAILED:
consult@waidc.govt.nz

Subject heading should read:  
“Earthquake Prone Buildings – 
Submission”

DELIVERED:
Waikato District Council  
Attn: Corporate Planner 
15 Galileo Street, Ngaruawahia 3742

Huntly Office 
142 Main Street, Huntly 3700

Raglan Office 
7 Bow Street, Raglan 3225

Tuakau Office 
2 Dominion Rd, Tuakau 2121

Te Kauwhata Office 

1 Main Road, Te Kauwhata 3710

POSTED:
Waikato District Council  
Private Bag 544 
Ngaruawahia 3742

ONLINE:
www.waikatodistrict.govt.nz/sayit

Council will acknowledge each submission  
received in writing, either by letter or email.

Following the closing of submissions on 13 May 2022, all submissions will 
be reviewed. Verbal submissions will be heard and all submissions formally 

considered at a Council meeting in May (date to be confirmed). This meeting 
may take place online however details will be confirmed closer to the time. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

SUBMISSIONS OPEN – 13 April 2022

SUBMISSIONS CLOSE – 13 May 2022

HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS – date to be confirmed

If you have any further queries, please contact  
Melissa Russo on 0800 492 452.

WHAT
HAPPENS NEXT?

facebook.com/waikatodistrictcouncil

0800 492 452

waikatodistrict.govt.nz


